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Perry Urges Lawmakers To Fortify Property Owners Rights 
AUSTIN — Gov. Rick Perry 

delivered his biannual "state 
of the state" address Jan. 27 in 
the House Chamber of the state 
capitol, during a joint session of 
the House and Senate. 

Despite a sobering revenue 

estimate, Perry said, the state 
can still invest in priorities that 
will help Texans weather the 
economic downturn. 

The governor said his policy 
objectives include: 

• Freezing college tuition for 

h)ew Beguwiingfr Child/ 
VeA/elop vnevxt C&nter 

979-234-2785 
Open 5:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Free breakfast, lunch, snack and infant formula provided 
Weekly Tuition 

0-17mth $100*18-35mth $85*36mths-5yrs $80 
6-12yrs$75 

(Homework tutoring provided) 
Before and afterschool $45 

Call for tour and space availability! 

Taco Tony's 
Mexican Restaurant 
20 Calhoun Road • Eagle Lake 

979-234-3984 
Breakfast Specials: Mon.-Fri., 8 to 11:30 a.m. 

Lunch and Dinner Specials 
Mon.-Fri. Beginning at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m 

Buffet Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

and 5 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
Fri. and Sat.: 8 a.m. to 9:15 p.m. 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

four years at the rate a student 
pays as an entering freshman. 

• Revisiting the business 
margins tax and to consider rais- 
ing the small business exemption 
to $1 million in an effort to protect 
small businesses in Texas. 

• Emphasizing student perfor- 
mance accountability and funding 
of teacher incentive and dropout 
prevention programs like the 
Texas High School Project. 

• Tapping the Rainy Day Fund 
to pay for critical water needs out- 
lined in the state's Water Plan. 

• Diversifying the state's en- 
ergy sources. 

• Passing a constitutional 
amendment limiting the govern- 
ment's eminent domain authority 
to traditional public uses. 

• Combating transnational 
gangs. 

• Establishing a fund to help 
local communities prepare for 
and respond to disasters, such as 
hurricanes Ike and Dolly, which 
struck the state last year. 

Perry also presented his bud- 
get ideas for 2010-11. He sug- 
gested: 

• Replenishing the state's 
economic incentive funds with 
$260 million to the Texas Enter- 
prise Fund and $203.5 million to 
the Emerging Technology Fund 

— the state's most powerful tools 
for job creation and research and 
commercialization funding—and 
$60 million to the Texas Film 
Incentive Program, a growing 
economic resource for the state, 
which contributed $102.4 million 
to the state's economy in 2008. 

• Allocating $622.5 million 
to continue and expand teacher 
incentive and reward programs, 
including the District Award for 
Teacher Excellence and Texas 
Educator Excellence Grant pro- 
grams. 

• Increasing funding for higher 
education incentives and funding 
for nursing education. 

• Increasing student finan- 
cial aid with $110 million for the 
TEXAS Grant program; tripling 
funding for community college 
financial aid through the Texas 
Education Opportunity Grant; 
expanding the Skills Development 
Fund program to $60 million for 
the next biennium; and funding 
$10 million for the hospital-based 
nursing program that leverages 
partnerships between hospitals 
and academic institutions to 
graduate more nurses. 

• Allocating $150 million for a 
disaster contingency fund for es- 
sential needs prior to and follow- 
ing natural disasters, including 

assisting local communities in 
recovery efforts. 

• Improving border security 
with $135 million to continue the 
state-led border security strategy 
and to combat the growing threat 
of transnational gang activity 
across the state. 

Bill links property 
taxes to pay 

Rep. Mike Villarreal, D-San 
Antonio, filed HB 866, a step to- 
ward linking property taxes to a 
homeowner's ability to pay. 

VillarreaPs bill directs the 
state comptroller to study and 
make recommendations for es- 
tablishing a "circuit breaker" pro- 
gram in Texas to limit the amount 
of property taxes that may be 
imposed on a residence based on 
the owner's annual income. 

HB 866 also instructs the state 
comptroller to set up a panel of 
school districts, real estate agents 
and organizations to make recom- 
mendations on establishing the 
circuit breaker program. 

At least 18 other states have 
circuit breaker programs that 
limit property taxes on homeown- 
ers for whom the tax payments 
represent a significant portion of 
their family's income, Villarreal 
said. 

>RESS ASSOC 

State  I Capital 

HIGHLIGHTS 
By Ed Sterling 

Bill would expand 
CHIP coverage 

Rep. Ellen Cohen, D-Houston, 
filed HB 787 to expand the Chil- 
dren's Health Insurance Program 
to cover more children. 

"Clearly, this expansion isn't 
just money well spent; it is a 
needed investment in the health 
of Texas children," Cohen said. 

CHIP provides a federal match 
of $2.52 for every dollar invested 
in the program by the State of 
Texas. 

Texas leads the nation in the 
number of uninsured children and 
to date has turned away almost 
$1 billion in matching funds. In 
Harris County — Cohen's home 
county — one out of every three 
people do not have insurance 
coverage. 

Let's Look Back. 

24 YEARS AGO 
February 27,1985 

George and Marion Cason 
of Eagle Lake joined almost 2,000 
other conservation leaders at 
the 39 annual convention of the 
National Association of Conserva- 
tion District (NACD) in Honolulu, 
Hawaii Feb. 3-6... 

Ernie Grimes, Ft. Bend coun- 
ty resident is the newest member 
of the Eagle Lake Police Depart- 

$m$> A VAmmim MESSAGE 

T© y®vn. 3wmm~EA%T! 
w TftE ffEApLmm1* 

ment taking the place of Darrell 
Phillips who left the force this 
month... 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mike Span- 
ihel of Eagle Lake are proud to 
announce the birth of their third 
child, a daughter, born on Tues- 
day, February 12 at 8:54 a.m. in 
the Eagle Lake Community Hos- 
pital. The new arrival weighed 10 
pounds and measured 21V2 inches 
long. She has been named Lauren 
Kay... 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. 
Lloyd, of Sheridan, announced 
the birth of their second child, a 
son, born on Friday, February 15 
at 6:34 p.m. at Eagle Lake Com- 
munity Hospital in Eagle Lake. 
The baby was named Matthew 
Wayne Lloyd and weighed seven 
pounds, two ounces... 

Mr. and Mrs. Ruben Bel- 
monte of Columbus, announced 
the birth of their first child, a son, 
born on February 18 at 1:30 a.m. at 
Eagle Lake Community Hospital. 

The baby was named Eric Ruben 
and weighed seven pounds, 13 
ounces... 

Frank and Diane Valdez of 
Baytown announce the birth of a 
son, born February 1 at 9 a.m. at 
Gulf Coast Hospital in Baytown. 
The baby was named Ryan James 
and weighed seven pounds, four 
ounces. Grandparents are victor 
and Lola Valdez of Eagle Lake 
and the late Mrs. Sarah C. Sosa 
of Eagle Lake. 

COLORADO COUNTY COURTHOUSE REPORT 
Three individuals were sen- 

tenced in Colorado County Court 
Wednesday, Jan. 28. They in- 
cluded: 

Dayton P. Deatherage, pos- 
session of a controlled substance. 
Sentenced for 83 days in jail, fined 
$350 plus court costs. 

Mark A. Genzer, driving while 
intoxicated-2nd offense. Sentenced 
to 30 days in jail, credit for two 
served. 

Consuelo Longoria, false re- 
port to police officer/law enforce- 
ment employee. Sentenced to one 
year deferred adjudication, fined 
$350 plus court costs, 80 days in 

jail as COP. 
One Suit Filed 
In District Court 

One lawsuit was filed in Colo- 
rado County District Court on 
Feb. 2, seeking the forfeiture 
to the state of $229,415 in cash 
seized by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety on Jan. 24 after 
the search of a vehicle stopped 
for a traffic violation. 

The seizure was made by 
Trooper KlentTipton. The money 
was located in a concealed com- 
partment in the vehicle after a 
consent to a search had been 

given by the occupants. 
The occupants denied any 

knowledge of the money. 
A drug dog alerted on the cash, 

indicating it contained traces of 
illegal drugs. 

The three individuals, all from 
Brownsville, were identified in 
the suit as 

Ignacio Herrera Jr., Miguel 
Martinez and Diana R. Martinez. 

Divorces Filed 
John A. Stritch and Sharon C. 

Stritch, Jan. 30. 
Donna Russell and Eddie Rus- 

sell, Jan. 30. 

Tort Reform Brings Docs To Texas 
AUSTIN - Doctors represent- 

ing the Texas Medical Association 
announced at a press conference 
Tuesday that tort reform has in- 
creased the number of emergency 
room physicians in Texas. They 
said lower malpractice premiums 
have especially helped rural areas 
add specialists and emergency 
room doctors. 

Senator Troy Fraser of Horse- 
shoe Bay agreed, saying that the 
intent of the legislation passed in 
2003 has been achieved, bringing 
better healthcare coverage to 
traditionally underserved areas. 
"This law is working, we were suc- 
cessful in doing what we're doing 
and we're very pleased with the 
way this law is affecting the people 
ofTexas/'hesaid. 

House Bill 4, passed during 
the 78th Legislative Session, 
capped non-economic damages 

in malpractice suits at $250,000 
per defendant. 

This cap, according to Dr. 
Bobby Greenberg of the Texas 
College of Emergency Room 
Physicians (TCEP), has allowed 
the recruitment of more doctors 
to the state. "It allows a physician 
to take care of a patient without 
worrying about anything more 
than care of that patient," he 
said. "Liability reform in Texas 
has brought us to where we need 
to be." 

According to TCEP, since 
2003, seventy-six Texas counties 
have experienced a net gain in ER 
doctors, including 24 counties that 
previously lacked any. Twenty- 
four of those counties lie in rural 
parts of the state. 

Also Tuesday, Governor Rick 
Perry issued a proclamation des- 

ignating emergency issues for the 
81st Legislature. These are: 

Bills that supplement ap- 
propriations to state agencies 
relating to hurricane response 
and recovery. 

Bills to help entities public 
and private recover from the hur- 
ricanes of 2008. 

Bills that reform the Texas 
Windstorm Insurance Association 
and that fund the Catastrophic 
Reserve Trust Fund 

Bills to improve state schools 
and centers. 

Bills to purchase screening and 
detection devices for contraband 
material at Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice facilities. 

By rule, legislation is not al- 
lowed to be brought to the floor in 
the first 60 days of session, unless 
it is designated as an emergency 
issue. 

Eagle Lake Little League 
Will Hold T-Ball thru Jr. League 

Registration 
Saturday, Feb. 7 

9 a.m. to Noon at 
The Eagle Lake 

Little League Field 
Tryouts Will Be Sunday, Feb. 15 

At 4 p.m. at the Little League Field 

-t 


